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1. Gender Issues and the Role of  Women in our Churches today
From the Hindustan Times, 18th November, 2007:
“D-day is here. Tomorrow the country’s ‘oppressed and abused’ men will celebrate International Men’s Day for the first time. Their top demand from the Government: “Set up a ministry for men’s welfare”. 
Missing Women

Population of India             1.03 billion


Female population             486 million


Male population                  504.03 million


Sex Ratio in Punjab 

1000 male/ 793 female

                          
Delhi     

1000/865

                          
Uttar Pradesh         1000/917


Girl children are killed even before they are born

Areas of Concern

    


· Gender Discrimination (in the family, education, job)
·  Use of women as a commodity (marriage, trafficking )

   
-     Violence against women, stress, depression

Required

· Adequate legislation and its strict implementation

· Empowerment of women by creating alternate social structures for providing emotional, physical and psychological support

· Advocacy and net-working
Women in the Church
· ‘Man is the head and women are to serve’ mentality is still prevalent.

· Women’s role is primarily limited to Sunday school, church cleaning and fundraising.

· Women’s role in decision making is minimal

· Number of women attending the church service is usually more than men.

· Increase in number of female clergy has positive impact on the congregations.
2. Opportunities and Threats for Christian Mission in India
· Mission Issues: Justice, peace and integrity of creation

· Strength of the Church: Excellent reputed institutions, historical knowledge and experience, strong net-working

· Opportunities: New challenges bring new opportunities

· Adverse impact of global economy

· Global warming and environmental issues

· Religious fundamentalism

· Violence and terrorism

· Human rights violations

· Political instability

· Media invasion on culture

· Threats: Denominationalism (lack of unity), loss of relevance, fear of persecution 

3. Church and Social Engagement

· 62% of the world's poorest are in the Indian subcontinent. 90 million households in India live below Rs. 15000/ annual income which is US $ 400.00. This means 455 million people in India live below the poverty line, 52% survive on US $3.00 per month. 

· The issue of poverty is directly linked to the issue of justice

· The Synodical Board of Social Service of Church of North India was formed in 1978 as a response of the Church to the whole issue of poverty and related social justice for the poor and exploited as against the prevalent ethos of relief and charity.

· Dalits, tribals, women, children labour, bonded labour, sexually abused children are the focus.

· Challenge for the Church: 

Ownership of social engagement by the congregations at the grass roots level.
4. Slavery and Human Trafficking 

· Britain celebrated, in March 2007, the two hundredth anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in the British colonies but reports say there are people being transported, and held in the UK today, in a form of enslavement. 

· The Indian situation is far worse as the true extent of human trafficking is not known.

· India is a source, destination, and transit country for men, women, and children trafficked for the purposes of forced marriage, forced labour and commercial sexual exploitation.

· Borrowing money from the landlord or money lender out of extreme poverty has, in many cases,  resulted in the whole family remaining bonded for generations.

· Internet access and wireless technology has made organized crime in human trafficking more complex.
· The C.N.I.  Synod needs to understand the magnitude of this problem and take an appropriate policy decision to deal with it.

